Veterinarians in Public Health and Biosecurity

University of Queensland Veterinary Students Association Special Interest Group
Members 2009

Group leaders: Johanna Dups, Eliza Smith

Workshop coordinators: Tarni Cooper, Demelza Kingston, Sacha Woodburn, Guy Weerasinghe
Members list of 83 UQ vet students
Overview of Workshops 2009

Workshop 1: The current scene
Run by Johanna Dups and Eliza Smith
Speakers:

Johanna Dups and Eliza Smith - introduce the new UQVSA student group and give us the background to veterinary public health and explain what they hope to achieve with the group.

Dr Ian Douglas - the global world of veterinary public health and his work with the Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations in Rome. 
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Workshop 2: Zoonotic Disease

Run by Johanna Dups
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Speakers: 
Dr Archie Clements – Rift Valley Fever
Dr Janine Barrett  - Australian ‘Bat Rabies’ (ABLV)
Dr Dick Wright – Hendra Virus (what does it mean for the equine clinician?)
Plus – information on important zoonoses of the world, careers in the area, practical 

opportunities etc.
Medical students were invited to attend this session.

Workshop 3: Animal Disease Surveillance, Control and Eradication
Run by Eliza Smith
[image: image5.jpg]



Toby St George, ex CSIRO 
An historical perspective on the first ever sentinel herd surveillance system.

Joerg Henning, UQ

Avian influenza research in Asia.

Rick Webster, DPI

Leading an interactive group discussion on important animal diseases for Australian Biosecurity.

Workshop 4: Animals and the Environment
Run by Sacha Woodburn
Whether your interest lies in small animal practice, mixed practice, wildlife or zoo medicine, cattle, horses, welfare, nutrition or public heath one thing is inescapable- the relationship between humans, animals, and their environment- and the circling of health and disease through this interconnected system. 

With the enormous number of zoonoses, human impact on the environment and wildlife health, the correlation between environmental stressors and disease in both human and animal populations as well as the emergence of new infectious disease from wildlife, it is clear that we, as veterinary health professionals, can no longer look at disease in human, animal or environmental systems in isolation.

Understanding this system is essentially the crux of the Veterinary degree, enabling us to reduce disease before it occurs, minimise our reliance on pharmaceuticals and decrease the emergence of drug resistance in pathogens. Operating from this simple principle we will, in fact, ensure we have greatest impact in our respective career paths, whatever that may be.

It is with this in mind that the UQVSA Veterinary Public health and biosecurity interest group is extremely excited to present our 4th workshop, 

Speakers:

1) Mr Michael Williams:  “Indigenous perspectives of the Human/ Animal/ Environment relationship” 

· Mr Williams is Director of the Aboriginal and Torres Straight Islander studies unit at UQ and as well as being a senior member of within his own birth community he has responsibilities in culture and law in Central Australian Aboriginal communities.
2) Prof Kambiz Maani: “Systems thinking for scientists and decision makers”

· Prof Maani is a Professor in the School of Integrative Systems at UQ and is an internationally recognised expert in systems thinking.

3) Dr Athol Klieve: “Methane from ruminants- current research to reduce emissions”

· Dr Klieve in an Associate professor in Animal nutrition at UQ. He has been head of the Qld DPI&F’s Rumen ecology unit for the past 16 years.

4) Dr Hume Field: “Drivers for disease emergence from wildlife”

· Dr Field is a Principal Veterinary Epidemiologist for Biosecurity Queensland, and Program leader for the Emerging infectious diseases program within the Australian Biosecurity CRC. 

5) Dr Archie Clements: “Spatial epidemiological tools to enhance surveillance and risk assessment of Rift Valley fever”.

· Dr Clements is a senior lecturer at the UQ School of Population Health, where his work focuses on infectious disease epidemiology and surveillance.
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Workshop 5: Veterinarians and 
LUNCHTIME LECTURE with Dr Peter Walker

Run by Sacha Woodburn

More than 97% of the worldwide scientific community is in agreement that Climate change is happening. And happening fast. The debate that has raged for over 50 years has now turned from 

"Is it happening?" to "What will be the effects?" and "What can we do about it?"

Dr Peter Walker is a veterinary scientist working with CSIRO and the Australian Animal Health Lab (AAHL), researching the likely impacts of Climate change on animal health and the Australian Agricultural industry.

If you've heard about Climate change but don’t really know much about it; or if you're aware of the problem but are not sure about the challenges and opportunities is raises for your future career, then DONT MISS THIS TALK!!!

Have you ever pondered these questions?

· How is the climate changing in Australia?

· If disease emergence and spread is usually the consequence of ecological change, what diseases are likely to re-emerge in Australia?

· Will vector borne diseases spread? which ones? and how far?

· Which animal industries will be most affected by physical changes in climate and by social responses to climate change?

· How will land use practices change? 

· How can animal carers and producers prepare now, so that they aren't as vulnerable to changes later?

· HOW CAN VETS ASSIST FARMERS IN ADAPTING TO CLIMATE CHANGE? 

· WHAT DISEASES OF LIVESTOCK, SMALL ANIMALS, WILDLIFE AND HUMANS SHOULD WE BE LOOKING OUT FOR?

Such vital questions are not addressed in our degree!! Take this opportunity to explore them- 

and be the best vet you can be!!
Vets in Socioeconomic Development
Run by Tarni Cooper
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The majority of the world’s poor live in rural areas and approximately 678 million of these people depend on animals for food, transport, shelter, clothing, social and religious practices, income and savings. There are many avenues for veterinarians to play a role in the alleviation of poverty in some of the world’s most vulnerable communities. It is important that veterinarians partner with developing communities and development professionals to achieve positive, sustainable, socioeconomic change. 

We are being given the opportunity to hear about veterinary rural extension work and stories from the field: 
Dr Colin McCool will share about his experiences working cross-culturally, for Vets Beyond Borders and the Department of Primary Industries. 

Professor Peter Spradbrow, a retired virologist who has worked across several continents will speak to us about his work with village chicken systems and setting up of the Kyeema Foundation, a not for profit organisation ‘working to build a sustainable future for all.’ 

Please join like-minded students and professionals for an evening of learning and discussion, followed by fair-trade tea, coffee and cake.
LUNCHTIME LECTURE with Julia Hardaker from AMRRIC (Animal Management in Rural and Remote Indigenous Communities)

Organized by Daniel Schull - lecturer at University of Queensland

Speakers:
Julia Hardaker – Executive Officer of AMRRIC explains about what the organization does and how vets play a role.

Bonnie Cummings – a veterinarian and past student of UQ who tells the story of her experience volunteering for AMRRIC as a student. 

Visit: http://www.amrric.org/ for more information about this organization.
Workshop 6: Veterinarians in Response

Run by Eliza Smith
Speakers:

Dr Matt Landos – Future Fisheries – Noosa Fish Health Investigation
Visit: http://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/queensland/threeheaded-fish-found-on-sunshine-coast-20090713-dhpk.html

and

http://www.dpi.qld.gov.au/cps/rde/dpi/hs.xsl/28_14238_ENA_HTML.htm

Dr Tonya Stokes – Vets Beyond Borders – Tsunami Animal Relief 
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Workshop 7: One World, One Health 
Cancelled

The current global environment is one of climate change, intensification of animal production, increased human-wild interface, economic depression and massive poverty. If humans are to survive and thrive, we must learn to value the health of animals and the environment as much as our own. A healthy biodiversity is the key. Learn how health professionals, veterinarians, environmental and agricultural scientists and economists can work together for this common goal.
